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III. On the problem of reality, the author adopts the point of view of 
Ideal-Realism, which maintains the doctrine of the immanence of objects 
of experience, while at the same time postulating transcendent factors in 
which phenomenal reality, in both its qualitative and quantitative aspects; 
has its ground and partial condition. Of this transcendent reality our 
knowledge is only indirect and symbolic ; it is perhaps interpretable in 
terms of our own active inner life. 

The book fairly teems with mechanical defects of various sorts, typo- 
graphical errors, inaccuracies of citation of text, titles, dates of publication, 
etc., a few of which I have noted : p. 74, 1. 32 ; p. 93, 1. I ; p. 94, 1. 13 ; 
p. 91, 1. 36 ; p. ill, 1. 10 ; p. 113, 1. 36 ; p. 181, 1. 11 ; p. 265, 11. 1 and 
16 ; p. 281, 1. 31 ; p. 271, 1. 22 ; p. 287, 1. 8. 

The book is provided with a rather miscellaneous bibliography and an 
index of names. 

E. C. Wilm. 
Washburn College. 

Wissenschaftliche Beilage zum neunzehnten Jahresbericht (1906) der fihi- 
losophischen Gesellschaft an der Universitdt zu Wien. Leipzig, Verlag 
von Johanh Ambrosius Barth, 1906. — pp. 89. 

This title comprises five papers by well known savants on mathematical 
and philosophical topics. J. Ofner, "Schiller als Vorganger des wissen- 
schaftlichen Socialismus, " undertakes, by bringing into relief some now 
familiar motives of Schiller's reflective thought, to assign the poet's rightful 
place in the development of modern social theory, and to determine his 
relation, particularly, to Marx, whom Schiller resembles in designating cer- 
tain natural and economic forces (need, industry, surplus, leisure) as impor- 
tant factors in the evolution of the rational and ideal phases of modern 
culture. The main value of this paper lies in exhibiting the historical 
sense which Schiller doubtless possessed, but the merits of Schiller's con- 
tribution to an evolutionary theory of society appear to the present writer 
to be somewhat exaggerated. The added interest of dramatic presentation 
hardly compensates for the false historical perspective which results. The 
interest of the latter would perhaps have been better served by tracing 
Schiller's social-evolutionary ideas to the essays of his school period (O.d. 
Zusammenhang, etc.), and from these to the youthful moral and historical 
Lektiire (Ferguson-Garve, Haller, et. a/.) of the poet. "Philosophische 
Grundlegung der modernen Psychologie, " by O. Ewald, is a spirited defense 
of an independent science of psychology as against metaphysical mate- 
rialism, which denies the existence of the psychical, on the one hand, and 
psychophysical materialism, which transfers psychical law and efficiency to 
physiology, on the other ; and of an activity psychology (psychology of 
apperception) as against a mechanical associationism, to which the writer 
appears to have a special antipathy. The function of apperception 
itself, or will, cannot be an object of empirical investigation (Wundt), but 
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must, as subject and synthetic principle in every act of introspection, fall 
behind the realm of the empirically given into the region of the Uncon- 
scious (Schelling, Schopenhauer, v. Hartmann). There are three further 
papers, " Grenzfragen der Mathematik und Philosophic," by F. Klein and 
A. Hofler, and " Versuch einer Theorie der scheinbaren Entfernungen," 
by R. v. Sterneck. 

E. C. Wilm. 
Washburn College. 

The sEsthethic Experience ; lis Meaning in a Functional Psychology. By 
Elizabeth Kemper Adams. Chicago, The University Press, 1907. — 
pp. 114. 

From data furnished by analytic psychology and descriptive sociology, the 
author of this excellent monograph attempts a philosophical interpretation 
and estimate of the aesthetic experience from a single and definite point of 
view. Among the important topics treated with special suggestiveness are : 
The relation of the aesthetic to the intellectual ; its relation to fundamental 
life interests, instincts, and activities ; its social characteristics ; and a rein- 
terpretation of the aesthetic categories from the functional and social point 
of view. 

^Esthetic experience is immediate vs. mediate, "a sign and function of 
full and successful mental operation" (p. 6), "the culminating stage of 
development in every reorganization " (p. 108) ; but it also serves as a basis 
for later reconstructions, that is, it has the utility of the concept or of "an 
ideal of organization. " It is mainly of the ' * simultaneous type of organiza- 
tion " as contrasted with the serial, i. e., the values are not successively lost 
to consciousness as in the attainment of mechanical skill. The "aesthetic 
moment," emotional and active, is not to be confused with the critical or 
reflective experience often succeeding it (the psychological fallacy) ; yet the 
mistake is frequent of treating it too much in isolation from other aspects of 
experience and from the situation in which it arises (the logical fallacy). 
There is * * no one primordial aesthetic instinct ' ' nor separate art impulse (p. 
86). Though such complex structures as those of music and the tragical 
drama are regarded as most typical of aesthetic experience (pp. 31, 103), 
yet pure beauty, as the approximation to a simple fusion, is taken as the 
aesthetic standard or ideal limit. The aesthetic moment is not confined 
to the appreciation of nature and art, but is a stage in intellectual and moral 
activities and in all types of experiential developments. * ' The aesthetic 
finds its fullest meaning and explanation as a category of social psychol- 
ogy" (p. 6). "The aesthetic object . . . is the social object at its first 
moment of completed construction. ... It is therefore reality in the 
fullest sense of th6 term ' ' (p. 72). The fine arts, far from being the product 
of mere leisure, are in vital relation to life, whose deeper needs they 
express. 



